
December 1, 2014

Dear Friends,

Merry Christmas! One of our favorite times as a family during this season of advent is our daily scripture reading and 
advent activity that we share with Hudson. Experiencing the anticipation of Jesus’ birth and the Christmas story through 
his childlike wonder, we are reminded each day of the precious gift we have in Jesus!

“Life comes at you fast”. Several years ago, this phrase was part of a national ad campaign used to sell insurance. In our 
case, it just VERY accurately describes this past year of life. While we put up our Christmas tree last night, I was 
reflecting on how it seems it was just a few short months ago that we were taking it down late, at the end of January, after 
a full month of conferences, ministry and sickness. Life has come at us fast in 2014. The good and the hard.

We saw ministry fruit – bringing our first group of students to a national Epic conference, sending our first student on an 
Epic international summer mission trip, seeing some of our key student leaders grow in significant ways in their faith, 
training 20 plus students on how to walk more intimately with God as they learned to identify and hear his voice, 
personally growing in coaching and spiritual directing skills and seeing God use them in significant ways in ministry, and 
hearing encouraging stories from students about how God has used our ministry, and Epic, in their lives this year to draw 
them into closer relationship with Him! As this year comes to a close, we praise God for the ways He has been at work in 
the lives of students through us, and through YOU, as you partner with us in ministry!

We have photo after photo reminding us of joyful memories together as a family from this past year. We went sledding in 
the mountains, to a rodeo in Vail this summer, took Hudson to his first amusement park kiddie land thanks to free summer 
reading program tickets, took lots of trips to the zoo, picked our own pumpkin at the pumpkin patch, met Thomas the train
(a highlight for Hudson for sure!), and celebrated Hudson’s 3rd birthday with friends and out of town family. Amber 
started homeschool preschool with Hudson this fall, and it has been so fun to watch Hudson love “school,” proudly share 
his activities and the verses he is memorizing, come to know and love bible stories, and be an enthusiastic learner! 

But we also faced some emotionally, spiritually, and physically challenging circumstances this year. There were hospital 
stays and visits for both Hudson and Amber. Just after Amber finished up 2 years of medical treatments from one car 
accident, she got rear-ended by a 15 passenger van right after we returned from our summer mission assignment, and has 
had to return to weekly physical therapy. Though I am enjoying the growth and learning through my seminary classes, we 
make sacrifices as a family to create time and space for me to pursue my studies, in addition to our ministry 
responsibilities on campus. There have been tangible spiritual attacks on our family that have both driven us to our knees 
and at times pressed heavily on our spirits. 

But one thing that we have continual gratitude for is the blessing of your partnership and prayers in our lives and our 
ministry! We are regularly humbled to think that you give generously and sacrificially to God through your giving to us, 
and for that, we are so incredibly thankful. As we look back on 2014, we praise God for His provisions through each of 
you, while also trusting Him for needs still waiting to be met. This fall brought another hospital stay for Hudson for 
respiratory distress, which brought another round of unexpected medical bills. As we look to the beginning of 2015, we 
are asking God to provide for both Truman’s seminary tuition and ministry travel expenses. Truman will be traveling with 
students to the DC area for the Epic National Conference in January. These needs, combined with a shortfall in funds to 
cover our summer mission expenses, have us trusting God for $9,500 to meet our year-end needs and move into 2015 
fully funded. 

Would you prayerfully consider helping with a special year-end gift in addition to your regular support? You can use the 
enclosed commitment card and envelope to send in your gift. Please make your check payable to “Cru.” If you prefer to 
give by bank draft or credit/debit card, you can give online at give.cru.org/give/0497292.

However God may lead you to respond, we are so thankful to you for sharing with us in the Gospel! Amber & I would 
love to be praying for you. Please include any prayer requests on the response card so that we can come alongside your 
lives and ministries in prayer. We pray that you will experience the nearness of Christ and the fullness of His joy this 
Christmas season!

In Him,


